
Lancaster Listening Session (12/07/2020) Summary 
 
The Lancaster School Committee Reps would like to extend our appreciation and 
gratitude to the Lancaster School Community and the Community at large who 
expressed interest in the listening session and who participated!  Our community is 
awesome!  People came to the meeting with thoughtful feedback, crafted in a way that 
could be heard, looking for support and offering support as well.  There was recognition 
of the work that has been done to get us to this point and also that there are no easy 
answers. 
 
Lancaster Listening Session, 12/07/2020 
     •      66 pre-registrations, 10 with no kids in school (NKIS) 

•      40 attendees 
•      4  attendees NKIS 
•      108  students represented preK-12 
•      29 respondent to the Follow-up survey: 

  https://www.surveymonkey.com/stories/SM-F395W872/ 
  

 
  
Please note: At the outset of the meeting we said, “This our first attempt at a virtual 
listening session so there may be some glitches we did not anticipate.”  We are sorry to 
report that there was a glitch when we attempted to record the meeting and only about 1 
minute was recorded.  We’ll have this functioned figured out and operational at our next 
listening session. 
  
Agenda: 

•       Overview of School Committee - Roles & Responsibilities 
•       Orientation to the NRSD Website  
•       Comments & Questions 
•       We will answer what we are able to at this point in time 



•       We will note areas of concern and additional questions 
•       Next Steps & Follow-up Survey 

Documents: 
•       Pre-meeting 

o   Role of School Committee slides (attached) 
o   Questions with Responses (attached) 

•       Post meeting 
o   Overview 
o   Chat Room Transcript (attached) 
o   Survey Results   

•       https://www.surveymonkey.com/stories/SM-F395W872/ 
  
General take-aways & topics from discussion 
Also see open response items on the follow-up survey 
            ·  RLA Academy Survey Results - Teachers have not received them. Survey was 
administered   
late October, early November. 

•    Parents of children in the hybrid model uniformly stated that the remote days 
are challenging for their children -- there are assignments but no interaction with 
the teachers, and it is hard to build and maintain momentum.   
•   Parents of high school children are looking for opportunities for their children 
to have social contact.  Concerns with the remote learning seemed to be less 
focused on academics and primarily focused on children not having opportunities 
to meet classmates and have interactions with them.   
•   Concern expressed by several parents of Freshmen about the need for 
opportunities for them to make social connections with their peers at school. 
Other grades have forged connections but Freshman have not been able 
to.  More needs to be done for Freshmen. 
•   Request for HS survey data from student responses. 
•   Elementary RLA going well. 
•   On asynchronous days, what to do when child needs help 
•    Request for clearer instructional support for hybrid students on remote days. 
•    Insufficient amount of work for Middle School student in the hybrid model 
•     Lancaster SC reps do not ask enough questions at SC meetings 
•     HS parents report their children are bored with remote learning 

  
During the discussion, SC reps reiterated the importance of parents getting in touch with 
their children’s teachers and/or the principal if they have concerns, i.e. not enough work, 
the need for additional academic or social and emotional support. 
  
 


